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The Seed Corn

Growers  of
Ontario  are
pleased to
announce the

appointment of,
Mr. Neirl
Wilson as
Chair and Mr.

Stan Lawton as

ViceChair for
20162011.

NEWS FROM THE SEED CORN GROWERS
OF ONTARIO ANNUAL MEETING

T he Seed Corn Growers of Ontario
(SCGO) hosted their Annual Meeting on
March 3, 2010 at Deer Run Golf Course,
Blenheim. The Annual Meeting is organized
each year to provide the membership with an
update on the SCGO activities over the past
year, review plans for the future and to allow
growers the opportunity to have input into
those plans.

All growers were mailed a Meeting
Notice, along with copies of the 2009 Au-
dited Financial Statements, Minutes from the
2009 Annual Meeting and Agenda.

Tim Kudroch, Chair, opened the
meeting by introducing the SCGO Board,
staff and special guests. He gave special
recognition to the sponsors; Thompsons,
ACC Farmers Financial, McGrail Farm
Equipment Ltd., C.L Benninger Equip-

2 ment Ltd., Waddick Fuel, South West Ag
Partners Inc., CAN-AM Tractor Ltd,
CIBC Agriculture and Profota’s Farm
Equipment Inc. The Minutes for the 2009
Annual Meeting were approved as circulated.

Tim presented the Chair’s Report,
reviewing the activities of the organization
over the past year. 2009 saw a 24.78% de-
crease in acreage over 2008 to 20,129 gross
acres, this represents a 1.94% decrease over
the previous 5-year average. Growers had
another strong year with yields averaging
119% of norm for the industry. The prices
for the 2009 crops started off the marketing
year strong, well above $4.00. As we moved
through the year, we saw these value de-
crease rapidly. The high seed corn price for
2009 happened early in the season on May
14 at $4.94 1/4. The price quickly went down
from there to a low, so far, of $3.41 1/4 on
September 4. Tim reported that the organiza-
tion has continued to work with our research-
ers and the seed corn companies to provide
growers with valuable information. The
SCGO continues to provide office services

for the Ontario Sugarbeet Growers’ Associa-
tion, a relationship that has proved valuable
for both organizations. SCGO is an active
member of the Ontario Agricultural Com-
modity Council. The Board has representa-
tives on the Ontario Federation of Agricul-
ture and AGCare. We continue to work with
and monitor the activities of the Canadian
Seed Trade Association. The SCGO has
continued its commitment to the Grain and
Oilseeds Safety Net Committee, which con-
tinues efforts both Federally and Provincially
to obtain a fully funded Risk Management
Program. Tim also mentioned the excellent
working relationship the organization has
with Agricorp. Tim outlined some of the
events that the organization has sent repre-
sentatives to including the American Seed
Trade Association-Corn and Sorghum Seed
Research Conference and the Independent
Professional Seed Association Annual Con-
ference. Tim feels participation in these
events has been very valuable to the organi-
zation.

Tim reported that the 2010 Contract
Negotiations were successful, with positive
changes in all contracts. The Board has de-
veloped a good working relationship with all
the Companies. Tim suggested that if grow-
ers have specific questions regarding their
contract, they contact a member of their
company’s Negotiating Committee or the
Board office.

Neil Wilson, Vice-Chair, reviewed
the 2009 Auditor’s Report which was mailed
to all growers prior to the meeting. A copy
of the report can be found on the organiza-
tion’s website under Reference Material.
Neil addressed several questions from the
members. The report was accepted by the
members and Collins Barrow was again ap-
pointed as the Auditor for the coming year.
Neil also presented the meeting with the or-
ganization’s budget for 2010.

Gerry Sullivan, Chair of the Re-

(Continued on page 3)
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MESSAGE FROM THE NEW CHAIR: NEIL WILSON

I’d like to begin by thanking the Board for having the confidence in me to elect me your Chair. I would also like to thank
Tim Kudroch for all his efforts as Chair, his strong leadership and focus will help make my job easier. I would also like to thank all
those who attended the March 3™ Annual Meeting. It was very informative and a great success.

I am proud of the work the organization has done over the last several years on research. The SCGO and our industry part-
ners are working together on projects for the good of the industry. This growing sense of cooperation has definitely brought about

positive results.

The Organization has been active on many fronts; however, our main goals as a Board remains negotiating contracts fairly
and equitably for our grower body. The volatility of the seed corn industry requires us to be ever diligent in our efforts to secure
acreage. We are sure to encounter new issues and problems in the coming year, we will handle these in a responsible and direct
fashion. Your Board will continue to represent your issues in the seed industry and we will take on the challenges that the future

presents in your interests.

Wishing you a safe and very prosperous 2010.

Neil Wilson

Ontario Grains

Oilseeds

The Ontario Grain & Oilseeds
Safety Net Committee continues to work

diligently to secure a fully funded Risk less than what would be paid out in ad-hoc

Management Program for our producers.

Our primary mission over the
next weeks will be to stress the impor-
tance of implementing RMP permanently
to the new Ontario Agriculture Minister,
Carol Mitchell. We are also looking to
Minister Mitchell to bring our concerns to
the federal Minister of Agriculture, Gerry
Ritz, during the ongoing federal review of
Business Risk Management Programs.
We are seeking the full support of the
Federal government as a partner in the
Provincial RMP.

Grains and oilseeds producers
have made a significant monetary commit-
ment to RMP through premium payments.
We know that Ontario is facing budget
challenges and that all expenditures will
be examined. For Ontario, RMP repre-
sents good value as the province has paid
out only 9% of the budgeted amount while
providing our sector with needed income

stability. The Ontario government paid
approximately $17 million into RMP — far

emergency aid if there was no RMP —
while we have paid in over $48 million. In
2008/2009 grains and oilseeds prices were
high and producers had a good idea that
any RMP payments would be minimal -
yet we still paid into the program. We
have made a commitment with our pock-
etbooks and we are optimistic that the
Province will too.

THE ONTARIO AGRICULTURAL
SUSTAINABILITY COALITION
(OASC)

Grains and Oilseeds producers
have also joined forces with other com-
modity groups across Ontario in a formal
coalition, the Ontario Agricultural Sus-
tainability Coalition (OASC), to seek
business risk management programming
for all commodities modeled on our RMP.
Meetings with MPPs and MPs have been

organized by the OASC over the coming
weeks and we urge all Seed Corn growers
to get involved and make the case for a
permanent RMP for grains and oilseeds in
early 2010. Without RMP for grains and
oilseeds there is very little chance that
RMP will be extended to all commodity
groups.

The Federal, Provincial and Ter-
ritorial Ministers of Agriculture met on
February 5th and discussed the proposed
changes to AgriStability and a new Busi-
ness Risk Management Program. The
ministers agreed to engage in more con-
sultation with farmers and bring the matter
back to their July 2010 meeting. This is
the third year in a row that they have
promised to review programming. Con-
sultations have been done. It is time for
the Ministers to act!

Online you can find more infor-
mation about the coalition along with a
Farmer Tool Kit which outlines how farm-
ers can get involved. For more details
please visit www.oasc.ca.

2009 Average Price:

For Pride growers who selected the Averaging Method for Base Price on their 2009 contract, the average price is $3.7240. This
compares to $4.1232 for the 2008 contract. This price is based on the average of the Farm Market News high quotes from No-
vember 15, 2009 to March 15, 2010.
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(Continued from page 1) - Annual Meeting

search Committee provided a brief overview
of the organization’s 2009 research. A pres-
entation on each project was then provided.

Dr. Rob Nurse, Weed Scientist,
AAFC-GPCRC, summarized his project,
Weed Control Measures Program for Seed
Corn. Nitrogen and Disease Management in
Seed Corn was presented by Albert Tenuta
Plant Pathologist, Field Crops with OMA-
FRA. A presentation was also made by
Mike Zink, Research Technician, on behalf of
Dr. Laura Van Eerd, Assistant Professor,
Land Resource Science, University of Guelph
Ridgetown Campus. Dr. Van Eerd’s project
focuses on underseeding cover crops in Seed
Corn. (See the section on Research Updates
on page 4 for information on these projects.)

Harry Fraser from Agricorp, pro-
vided an update on Production Insurance. In
2009, 255 growers participated with 19,515
acres or 97% insured. Harry reviewed the
coverage levels for 2009 and the correspond-
ing premium rates. He stressed important
dates and reminded growers that May 10 was
the deadline to change coverage levels and to
report changes in your acres. If growers have
any questions about their coverage they
should contact Agricorp at 1-888-247-4999.

Elections were then conducted by
Paul Glenney from the Ontario Farm Products
Marketing Commission. A Director since
2002, Tom Hebblethwaite, chose to retire
after 8 years of service to the organization.
Stan Lawton, Gerry Sullivan and Neil Wilson
have returned to the Board for 2-year terms as
representatives from District 2 (Kent). New
to the Board, as a Director-at-Large is Marc
Roszell.

The meeting was concluded with a
very interesting presentation from Dr. Art
Schaafsma—Director, Ridgetown Campus.
Dr. Schaafsma updated the meeting on the
Centre for Agricultural Renewable Energy
and Sustainability (CARES). CARES is Can-
ada’s preeminent network of independent
knowledge centres for applied research and
subsequent commercialization of renewable
energy technology for agriculture, targeting
the technologies and innovations applicable to
on-farm renewable energy. Dr. Schaafsma
outlined CARES goals and reviewed the ser-
vices CARES hopes to provide, all with a
focus to primary producers. CARES projects
will focus on Biogas, Biodiesel and Energy
Crops.

Tim Kudroch closed the meeting by
thanking all the speakers and the growers for

attending. He encouraged growers to express FARMEBS

their appreciation to our generous sponsors.

A special thanks to
our sponsors:

Thompsons,

ACC Farmers Financial,
McGrail Farm Equipment Ltd.,
C.L Benninger Equipment Ltd.,

Waddick Fuel,

South West Ag Partners Inc.,
CAN-AM Tractor Ltd,
CIBC Agriculture,
Profota’s Farm Equipment Inc.

Board Fees for 2010

The Seed Corn Growers of
Ontario has set the Board
fees for the 2010 crop year
at $9/gross acre, unchanged
from 2009.

5
Agricorp

Connecting producers with programs
Etablir un lien entre producteurs et programmes

The SCGO reminds all growers that
the deadline for seed corn production insur-
ance contract changes and new applications is
May 10, 2010. If you have any questions or
concerns, please contact Agricorp’s Customer
Action Centre at 1-888-247-4999.

Growers’ Responsibilities:
Review Renewal Notice in detail
Select preferred coverage option
Confirm processor (seed company)
Confirm landlord / sharecrop details
Use good farm management practices
Report damage (open a claim)

Reminder: It is the grower’s responsibility to
report damage. All growers should be aware
of Production Insurance Policy. As growers,
you have responsibilities in order for your
policy to be effective. Growers need to be
aware that you must follow good farm man-
agement standards and practices.

FEED
Cimies]

Campaign Year in Review

The Farmers Feed Cities!
campaign continues to grow and
raise awareness in urban and rural
areas. “Farm Families are important
to the way we eat, breath, work and
play.” continues to be the cam-
paign’s key message.

It is very important for
Farmers Feed Cities! to maintain a
strong presence at both urban and
rural events. These events are a
chance for us to directly interact
with our supporters and potential
supporters. We put a high priority
on successful event marketing prac-
tices and attending all events that
will lend a hand in promoting the
campaign. In 2009 FFC partici-
pated in the Royal Winter Agricul-
tural Fair, Good Food Festival &
Market, Canadian National Exhibi-
tion, Canada’s Outdoor Farm
Show, 2009 International Plowing
Match and Ontario Harvest Gala.

FFC sponsored the Bush-
els of Hope campaign. This cam-
paign is an initiative of the Chat-
ham-Kent United Way, which al-
lows local farmers to donate a part
of their harvest to the United Way.

The Harvest Balloon Tour
took to the skies again this year.
Launched from more than 100 rural
and urban cites, this 65 foot, bright
yellow balloon with the Farmers
Feed Cities! logo received plenty of
local and regional media coverage.
We would like to thank Hyland
Seeds for another successful year in
the skies.

The reason why Farmers
Feed Cities! has been so successful
in the past and will continue to gain
awareness in the future is because
of our supporters who take an ac-
tive interest in promoting the cam-
paign. Without the voices of these
individuals, groups and organiza-
tions Farmers Feed Cities! would
not have the impact it has today.
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UPDATESeed Corn Research

The Seed Corn Growers of On-
tario strive to provide our growers with
the best information to broaden their seed
corn production skills. Since 1998, we
have been working with our industry part-
ners, Provincial and Federal Governments
to initiate research that we believe is in
the best interest of our growers.

Weed Control Measures Pro-

gram for Seed Corn
Dr. Robert Nurse, Weed Scientist,
AAFC-GPCRC

The SCGO has been working
with Weed Scientists at AAFC-GPCRC
in Harrow since 1998 to help insure that
seed corn growers have access to the best
weed management tools possible. The
rationales behind this project are: there
are few herbicides registered for use on
some seed corn inbreds; weed manage-
ment is a very important economic com-
ponent in this crop and without the regis-
tration of low risk herbicides, the viability
of seed corn production is dramatically
reduced. The primary objectives of this
project are: to determine the tolerance of
seed corn inbreds to low risk soil applied
and post-emergence herbicides; to sum-
marize the data and prepare information
packages of herbicide treatments with an
adequate margin of crop safety; to submit
as potentials for registration through the
pesticide minor use program.

In 2009 four trials were estab-
lished to determine the tolerance of sev-
eral new reduced risk herbicides on confi-
dential inbreds from each of four seed
corn companies. Herbicides that pose no
injury risk and do not reduce yield will be
considered for registration through the
URMULE program. All injury and yield
ratings are made in comparison to an in-
dustry standard (Primextra). Injury rat-
ings below 10% were not considered to
be commercially significant.

The unregistered herbicides that
were tested for tolerance were:

e Eragon (Kixor) and Integrity — Er-
agon (Kixor) is a new herbicide that con-
trols broadleaved weeds and will be mar-
keted by BASF. Integrity is a pre-mix of
Kixor and Frontier Max. This product
will also provide excellent control of sev-
eral herbicide resistant weed biotypes.

e Sandea and Yukon — Sandea is a her-
bicide that will provide control of several
broadleaved weeds including some resis-
tant biotypes. Yukon is pre-mix of San-
dea + Banvel 11.

e Prowl H20 — A grass herbicide.

In 2009 there were 70 inbreds
tested for tolerance to the above chemi-
cals. The greatest injury concerns were
from the Sandea especially when tank-
mixed with Banvell II (Yukon). The Er-
agon treatments had no injury concerns.

We are happy to report our suc-
cesses for 2009. The Pest Management
Regulator Agency (PMRA) has approved
Callisto (POST) for seed corn.

Moving forward into 2010 we
will be including Prowl H20 + Eragon
(PRE) in our testing and submitting data
for Eragon, Integrity, Sandea, Yukon,
Battalion and Ultim Total to registrant for
consideration of URMULE. We have also
had discussions with several companies to
evaluate new experimental compounds.

The SCGO is very pleased to
report that all of our seed corn companies
are helping fund this project along with
the SCGO.

ated, for instance, changes in pest popula-
tions — particularly slugs, and the timing
of cover crop underseeding to minimize
competition but allow for good establish-
ment.

Seven field demonstration plots
and two research trials were establish in
seed and sweet corn to evaluate the im-
pact of underseeding alfalfa on corn yield
and cover crop biomass production.
Cover crop growth was greater in seed
corn than sweet corn. This was likely due
to the open canopy in seed corn allowing
light to get through to the cover crop.
Based on the demonstration and research
trials in one year, there appears to be little
risk that undersown alfalfa will reduce
sweet or seed corn yield. None of the un-
dersown cover crops impacted seed corn
1000 kernel weight or test weight com-
pared to the no covercrop control. Results
from the research trial indicate higher
cover crop biomass at seed corn harvest
with oilseed radish and the mixture of
cover crops (oilseed radish, vetch, oats
and alfalfa) compared to alfalfa. There
was no difference in corn yield, 1000
kernel weight or test weight between

Our sincere appreciation is exearly July or early August sowing of
tended to Horizon Seeds Canada Inggver crops but July sown cover crops put
Hyland Seeds, Maizex Seeds Inc., Pion more biomass growth than the later
neer Hi-Bred Limited, Pride Seeds anglanting. However both planting dates

Syngenta Seeds Canada Inc.

Under the Covers: Underseed-
ing Cover Crops to Maximize

Biomass and Ground Cover
Dr. Laura Van Eerd & Mike Zink

University of Guelph Ridgetown Campus

Cover crops have the potential to
improve water quality by minimizing
erosion and nutrient losses (N and P) and
increase cropping system resiliency by
protecting soil and adding organic resi-
dues. Although many Ontario vegetable
growers have been using cover crops for
many years, there are several crops that
are harvested too late to effectively plant
cover crops. Seeding or underseeding the
cover crop in a standing crop may allow
for enough time for sufficient biomass
accumulation to minimize N losses and
minimize erosion. A grower near Erieau
has successfully undersown seed corn
with alfalfa for several years. However,
there are some risks that need to be evalu-

provided enough time for good growth.
Late fall and spring cover crop biomass
samples will be collected at select sites as
well as the N credit from alfalfa in 2010.
Ground cover assessments (a rough esti-
mate of potential to minimize soil ero-
sion) will be initiated in November.
Matching funding is in place to
continue this project in 2010.

The financial and in-kind contri-
bution of the following organizations to
this research program was greatly appre-
ciated: Seed Corn Growers of Ontario,
Ontario Processing Vegetable Growers,
Ontario Soil and Crop Improvement As-
sociation under their Nutrient Manage-
ment BMP Demonstration Grant, Ontario
Ministry of Agriculture, Food, and Rural
Affairs, OMAFRA Summer Jobs Pro-
gram, Summer Experience Program. We
sincerely thank grower cooperators who
participated in this project and our sum-
mer research assistants.

(Continued on page 5)
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Nitrogen and Foliar
Fungicides in Seed Corn

Production
Albert Tenuta and Greg Stewart
(OMAFRA)
Dave Hooker and Doug Young
(U of Guelph Ridgetown Campus)

The 2008/2009 project activities
focused on two primary objectives: 1) the
continued nitrogen management develop-
ment of a MERN and Nitrogen Calculator
similar to that which is available to com-
mercial corn growers; 2) determine or il-
lustrate the benefit of foliar fungicide ap-
plications in seed corn and 3) examine the
interaction between inbreds and fungicides.
1) Nitrogen- Nitrogen application rates
need to be determined to maximize eco-
nomic returns. The application of rates
higher than the economic rates decreases
returns and has environmental conse-
quences. Because seed corn yields are
lower than those in commercial corn, the
rates of nitrogen for seed corn may not be
appropriate for providing optimum return
to the growers. Presently, most of the cur-
rent research and promotion of maximum
economic returns has focused on field
corn. Therefore, one of the primary objec-
tives of this project is to address the lim-
ited information in determining N rates for
seed corn production in Ontario. This pro-
ject is the first comprehensive study exam-
ining the status of N management em-
ployed by seed corn growers in the prov-
ince and will promote better farming prac-
tices that benefit the environment, society
and the seed corn industry. The informa-
tion will become part of the Best Manage-
ment Practices for Seed Corn Production
Manual Website.

Summary of Results - The MERN
(Maximum Economic Rate of Nitrogen)
for various seed corn production fields
were determined by field experiments in
2008 and 2009. These field experiments
evaluated the optimal nitrogen rates for
seed corn production with the ultimate goal
to produce an experimentally derived
MERN for seed corn. The derived MERN
for both years was lower then the average
grower rates on most of the fields tested.
Therefore, there is the potential for seed
corn growers to reduce N rates on most
fields. The average MERN for all loca-
tions and application methods was 96.13
kg N/ha in 2008 and 87.63 kg N/ha in
2009. In 2009, all but one field responded
to N application. On average, the grower

recommendations were around 120-140 Ibs
of N and these results show that seed corn
growers could benefit by reducing the ni-
trogen rates in most fields.

The information collected through
this project is critical and will assist in the
development of an N calculator for seed
corn very similar to the OMAFRA
“Nitrogen Calculator” used in commercial
hybrid corn. There are inherit differences
in the commercial practices used in seed
corn and commercial corn systems in On-
tario. These differences include price es-
tablishment, plant structure, expected yield
potential to name a few. These inherit
differences will be addressed and adjusted
in the future so we can develop the seed
corn N calculator using the existing field
corn N-calculator as a base. The ground
work has been established to allow for not
only further baseline information but field
verification of the N-calculator recommen-
dations in producer seed corn fields over
the next few years.

Benefits to the Seed Corn Industry - The
development of a MERN (Maximum Eco-
nomic Rate of Nitrogen) for seed corn and
the promotion of this instrument will assist
Ontario seed corn growers, the seed corn
industry and other stakeholders to meet
these and future challenges head-on. De-
liverables from this research would indi-
cate the strengths and weaknesses of these
N management options and outline tech-
niques for improving N management in
seed corn production both from environ-
mental and economical perspectives.

2) Fungicides - Over the past few years,
the promotion of foliar fungicides has in-
creased in North America and most of this
information has been generated for com-
mercial corn and soybeans. Very little
work has been done in Ontario to investi-
gate inbred-specific responses to fungi-
cides; therefore, a multi-year study was
started in 2008 will be expanded upon in
2010 and linked with other work being
done by OMAFRA and the University of
Guelph, Ridgetown Campus. Seed Corn
growers in Ontario would benefit from
local data to assist in profitable and accu-
rate decisions when it comes to disease
management thereby maintaining or in-
creasing the competitiveness of the Ontario
seed corn industry.

In 2008 and 2009, five and four
commercial seed corn fields, respectively,
were selected in the Chatham area in
southwestern Ontario. At each location,
four treatments were established which
included 3 fungicides (Headline, Quadris

and Quilt) and an untreated control in
which no fungicides were used. Plots were
allowed to be naturally infected and dis-
ease ratings were recorded pre and post
fungicide application.

Yield increases were observed for all fields
individually regardless of which of the
three fungicides were applied when com-
pared to the untreated control except in one
field in 2009. All three fungicides re-
sulted in a significant yield increase each
year when the data from all locations were
combined as compared to the untreated
control. Although the difference between
the fungicide treatment and untreated con-
trol was significant, there was no signifi-
cant difference between the three fungi-
cides in 2008 whereas in 2009 Headline
and Quilt were statistically more signifi-
cant than Quadris but again all three fungi-
cides were significantly better than the
untreated control in 2009 as was the case
in 2008.

In 2009, 10 seed corn inbreds
were tested, 5 (50%) had a significant re-
sponse to all the fungicides tested. In all
cases, a fungicide application resulted in a
positive increase in yield ranging from a
low of 0.2 bu/ac to a high of 17.8 bu/acre
when fungicides were applied at or near
tassel (VT). This is in contrast to a late
fungicide application which did not show
any significant responses to the late fungi-
cide application. Most of the literature
would support these findings.

Summary: Many of the corn inbreds used
in commercial seed corn production are
prone to many of the common foliar dis-
eases found in the province. The use of
fungicides has been utilized for many of
these inbreds and this trial supports the use
of these products to limit disease and in-
crease yields.

Funding for this project was pro-
vided in part by OMAFRA through the
Ontario Research and Development Pro-
gram (ORD) which is administered
through the Agricultural Adaptation Coun-
cil, the SCGO and supporting seed corn
companies: Horizon Seeds, Hyland Seeds,
Maizex, Pioneer Hi-Bred and Pride.

We would like to thank Rick
Smeenk and Bob Buis with Pioneer Hi-
Bred, Mike Bechard with Pride Seeds,
Dave Baute and Shawn Winter with
Maizex, Brian Toll with Hyland Seeds and
the individual seed corn growers for pro-
viding their fields. In addition we appreci-
ated the generous donation of products by
BASF Canada and Syngenta Crop Protec-
tion Canada.
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Welcome to the Board

The Board would like to wel-
come Marc Roszell, who was elected as a
Director-at-Large at the SCGO Annual
Meeting in March.

Marec started growing seed corn
for Pride Seeds in 1973 and also harvested
for them from 1988 to 1991. In addition to
seed corn, Marc grows grain corn, seed
soybeans, wheat and white beans. Previ-
ously he has also grown peas, sweet corn,
cucumbers, tomatoes and burley tobacco.

Marc has been active in the agri-
cultural community for many years. He
was the Director for Kent for the Ontario
Corn Producers’ Association for the past 6
years. He has been involved with the
Kent Federation of Agriculture, serving as
president in *88 & 89 and as provincial
Director for 4 years.

Marc and his wife, Margaret
have three grown children and one very
special grand daughter.

On behalf of the Board, staff and
growers we welcome Marc to the Board.

Tom Hebblethwaite Retires

Tom Hebblethwaite has retired
from the Seed Corn Growers of Ontario
after 8 years of service. Tom joined the
Board in 2002. He served as Vice Chair
from 2004 to 2006 then took over the re-
sponsibilities of Chair until 2008. Tom
has been active in all aspects of the or-
ganization, most recently Chairing the
Boards By-Law and Policy Review Com-
mittee. Tom has represented the organiza-
tion on the Ontario Weed Committee,
Ontario Federation of Agriculture and the
Ontario Agricultural Commodity Council.
Tom’s thoughtfulness and his ability to
analyze issues has served this organization
and our growers well in negotiations.

Tom’s sense of humour and pro-
fessionalism will be missed around the
Board table. The Board is very proud of
Tom and will miss his dedication to seed
corn growers and the agricultural commu-
nity as a whole. We wish him success in
all new endeavors.

Caribbean/Mexican
Seasonal Agricultural
Workers Program
How it works for Seed Corn

A grower must be approved by

Service Canada for participation under the
Caribbean/Mexican Seasonal Agricultural
workers Program ( SAWP ) for an ap-
proved commodity as a major activ-
ity. Should a grower also have their own
crop of seed corn to detassel as a minor
activity, normally a few weeks in dura-
tion, then they may be allowed to use the
temporary foreign workers employed
through the SAWP, if they follow a few
simple rules.
. Applicants should note on their

application detasselling of seed

corn as a task,

. your employed workers can only
detassel your crop on your farm

. and it can not be their major activ-
ity.

If you have any questions please
contact the Simcoe Service Canada Centre
at: 1-866-431-7297.

bushels

i

Three years ago United Way of
Chatham-Kent, along with local producer
Leon Leclair, founded the Bushels of
Hope Campaign to make sure that the
news of the great work that United Way
does reached rural communities. The
Bushels of Hope Campaign provides an
easy and convenient way for the agricul-
tural community to make charitable dona-
tions to help those in need in our commu-
nity.

In 2009 Farmers Feed Cities!
came on Board as a major sponsor, help-
ing the campaign to reach more people
which resulting in an increase in gross
donations of 4X the dollars raised in 2007
or 2008.

Bushels of Hope, on behalf of the
United Way of Chatham-Kent would like
to say Thank you to the agricultural com-

munity for helping raise over $20,000 in
2009 and we are depending on your con-
tinued support to make 2010 the best year
yet.

The Bushels of Hope committee
is proud to offer several options to donate.
Complete the Bushels of Hope donation
form and give the form to your elevator
either in advance or as you drop off you
crop. The elevator will forward the pro-
ceeds from your donation to the Bushels
of Hope and the United Way will send a
tax receipt to the address provided on your
form. New for 2010, Bushels of Hope has
set up a partnership with several of our
seed corn companies. Growers will have
the option of donating to Bushels of Hope
by having a selected donation pledge de-
ducted from your seed corn payment.

For more information about Bushels of
Hope or other programs and services at
United Way of Chatham-Kent, please
contact Amanda Chartrand at
519-354-0430 or
amanda@unitedway.chatham-
kent.on.ca
or visit
www.unitedway.chatham-kent.on.ca.
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